
Balcatta Senior High School
Year 12 in 2028

SCSA Information for 2026 Year 10 Students and their Families



BSHS Term 2 Planning for 2027 and beyond

1. Course Selection Information Evening
2. Course Selection Handbook available on School Website –
Week 4
3. Course Selection Information session for students – Week 4
4. Pathway Planning information and activities for students –
Week 5/6
5. Course Selection Interviews – Weeks 10 & 11



Key Contacts for Year 10
Associate Principals:  Tessa Curtis (Yrs 11&12) tessa.curtis@education.wa.edu.au 

    Daniel Drummond (Yrs 9&10) daniel.drummond@education.wa.edu.au

Year 10 Co-ordinator:  Emma Burns – emma.burns@education.wa.edu.au

The Arts:   Jamie Arkeveld – jamie.arkeveld@education.wa.edu.au

Health & Physical Education: Jeremy Ingram – jeremy.ingram@education.wa.edu.au

English:    Sharlene Sookraj – sharlene.sookraj@education.wa.edu.au

Humanities & Social Science: Kate Barker - katherine.beilken@education.wa.edu.au

Mathematics:   Julian Ackermann – julian.ackermann@education.wa.edu.au

Science:    Natalie Christopher – Natalie.christopher@education.wa.edu.au

Student Services:  Declan Kerrigan – declan.kerrigan@education.wa.edu.au

    David Curtis – david.curtis@education.wa.edu.au

Technologies and VET:  Jane Balcombe – jane.balcombe@education.wa.edu.au

  



Abbreviation Full term

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

OLNA Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment

SRMS Student Records Management System

the Authority School Curriculum and Standards Authority

TISC Tertiary Institutions Service Centre

VET Vocational Education and Training

WACE Western Australian Certificate of Education

WASSA Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement

WASN Western Australian student number

Guide to key abbreviations



All students receive a Western Australian Statement of Student 
Achievement (WASSA) when they complete Year 12. 

The WASSA:

• formally records a student’s achievement in every course, 
qualification and program that the student has completed in 
senior secondary schooling

• provides evidence of achievement.

The WASSA – All students



• The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded 
to students who have successfully completed senior secondary 
schooling in WACE studies and have met the WACE requirements.

• The majority of students in Western Australia achieve the WACE.

• Study towards the WACE can be undertaken over a lifetime.

The WACE



Students must:

• complete one of three course combination options
▪complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* OR 
▪complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR 

courses or equivalent OR
▪complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in 

combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses

• demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards

• meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study

• meet the achievement standard.  

WACE requirements



Students must demonstrate minimum standards of literacy and 
numeracy by either:

• demonstrating the standard through the Online Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment (OLNA); or

• pre-qualifying in reading, writing and numeracy in their Year 9 
NAPLAN and being exempted from that component in the OLNA.

Literacy and numeracy standard requirement



Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent, 
including:

• a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent

• four units from an English learning area course, post-Year 10, 
including at least one pair of Year 12 units from an English learning 
area course

• one pair of Year 12 units from List A 

• one pair of Year 12 units from List B. 

Breadth and depth requirement



Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 
11 and Year 12 units, including at least six C grades (or equivalents) 
in Year 12 units.

Achievement standard requirement



Students are offered three study options which they can mix and 
match:

• WACE courses (four course types – ATAR, General, Foundation and 
VET industry specific)

• VET programs

• endorsed programs.

Study options



Sample study programs – ATAR



Sample study programs – General



Sample study programs – Training



These courses:

• are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
(the Authority)

• are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) to 
calculate a student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).   

There are written examinations for all ATAR courses.

There are practical examinations for some ATAR courses. Students 
must complete both examinations in these courses.

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) courses



Students enrolled in a Year 12 ATAR course pair of units are required 
to sit the written and, if the course has one, practical examination. 

Students who do not sit the examination will not: 

• have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA

• receive an ATAR course report 

• have the pair of units completed in that year contribute towards 
any of the WACE requirements. 

Completing ATAR courses



These courses:

• are not externally examined 

• have an externally set task (EST) which is set by the Authority 

• are designed for students who are typically aiming to enter further 
vocationally based training or the workforce directly from school. 

General courses



These courses:

• focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical 
work‐related experience and personal skills 

• are not an alternative senior secondary pathway 

• are for students who have not been able to demonstrate the 
minimum standard for literacy and/or numeracy before Year 11 
and who require significant support

• have an externally set task (EST) set by the Authority.

Foundation courses



The Authority provides Preliminary courses for students who have 
been identified as having a:

• learning difficulty and/or an intellectual disability, and

• recognised disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992. 

Preliminary courses do not contribute to the WACE, but a student 
doing Preliminary courses may also undertake studies that do 
contribute to the WACE.

Preliminary courses



VET is nationally recognised and enables students to gain 
qualifications for all types of employment, and specific skills to help 
them in the workplace or in further training.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)



VET and the WACE



Endorsed programs can be used to:

• contribute towards the depth requirement and the achievement 
standard requirement of the WACE

• count as a maximum of four unit equivalents towards the WACE – 
two unit equivalents in Year 11 and two unit equivalents in 
Year 12.

The list of endorsed programs is available on the Authority website 
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/endorsed-programs.

Endorsed programs and the WACE
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There are three categories of endorsed programs, which differ in 
respect to the developer, the type of evidence required for 
determining student achievement and the quality assurance 
process.

These categories are:

• Authority-developed endorsed programs 

• Provider-developed endorsed programs 

• School-developed endorsed programs.

Categories of endorsed programs



• The Authority publishes dates about changing enrolments in its  
Activities Schedule.

• There are points in the semester after which students should not 
change courses because it would be unlikely they could complete 
the assessment program. 

Changing courses in Years 11 and 12



• Changing means students replace one course enrolment with 
another.

• Withdrawing means students are no longer studying a course. 

• If students withdraw from a course in Year 12, their enrolment  
course for the year is not recorded on their WASSA. This means no 
credit is given for the work done for the year’s units prior to 
dropping the course.

Changing courses and withdrawing from courses



Meeting these standards:

• is a benchmark of educational achievement

• is valued by employers and post-school training providers 

• ensures all students leave school with the best chance of future 
success.

Literacy and numeracy standards



• Students will have their Course Selection talks/presentations in 
Week 4 of Term 2.

• Year 11 and Year 12 Academic Handbook - 2027  – will be located 
on the Balcatta SHS Website soon. Information will be sent out 
about this.

• Students will receive their Course Selection forms soon.

• Course Counselling Interviews will be conducted during Week 10 
and 11 of Term 2.

• SOBS Bookings for Course Counselling Interviews will be open from 
9.00am Week 9, Term 2.

Course Selection Process



2025 for 2026 example



ATAR Pathway – Direct Entry to University
Students wishing to consider an ATAR Pathway in 2027 will need to achieve an A grade or high B grade in Semester 1 Mathematics, English, 
Science and HaSS.  They should also have either pre-qualified or passed the three components of OLNA.

Students must select a total of six (6) courses and nominate two (2) reserves.

If you are selecting an ATAR pathway, the requirements are:

• a minimum of four (4) ATAR courses up to a maximum of six (6) ATAR courses.

You do not need to choose six (6) ATAR courses.  However, you must have a minimum of four (4) courses with the remainder to be selected 
from General and/or VET courses, i.e. up to a total of six (6) selections.

• You must choose one (1) English or EALD course as Preference No. 1.

• Choose the remaining Preferences No.s 2 to 8 (mark in the boxes).  Preferences No. 7 and 8 will be your reserves.

You must select an English course from List A and a minimum of one course from List B.

The courses our school is offering



2025 for 2026 example



General Pathway – TAFE entry, employment

Please number your preferences from 1 to 8 (Preference Numbers 7 
and 8 will be your reserves).

Please Note:  You cannot select more than two (2) Certificate 
courses.

You must select an English course from List A and a minimum of one 
course from List B

The programs our school is offering



2025 for 2026 example



Information for students

Find the Year 10 Handbook on the SCSA 
website: 

Year 10 Information Handbook



Websites for students and parents



www.scsa.wa.edu.au 

info@scsa.wa.edu.au 

https://facebook.com/SCSAWA

Links

e

http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
mailto:info@scsa.wa.edu.au
https://facebook.com/SCSAWA


© School Curriculum and Standards Authority, 2023
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