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BALCATTA UPDATE

From the Principal

Term 2 has commenced with all students returning to school on Monday 20"
April, with several students participating in camps and excursions this week.

Reminder to ALL visitors to the school, it is a requirement when visiting the
school to report to the front office, as indicated on the signage.

Staff Update

Due to staffing movements, there have been some changes to staffing:
» Maria Manera-returns after being on long service leave for term 1.
« James Killow-joining the Science department this term.

I wish to acknowledge the upcoming retirements of Ruth Tynas (Library
Officer) and Sue Rappeport (School Support Officer), both staff members have
worked for several years at Balcatta Senior High School. On behalf of the
students and staff we thank them for their contributions to the school and
wish them the best.

ANZAC Commemorative Service

Today, we held an ANZAC Commemorative Service event acknowledging 111"
anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. We were fortunate to have in attendance
Trooper Sasha Nadas from the 10th Light Horse Brigade of the Australian Army
and Flight Lieutenant Moran, who has served both in the Australian Army and
the Australian Airforce as a pilot.

Thank you to Mrs Barker (HOLA Humanities and Social Sciences) for her
coordination of this event, cadets Kayla Hidderley and Liliana Mellor and the
Student Prefects and Student Councillors for their insightful readings and
reflections.
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Year 12 students to Parliament House

| had the privilege of accompanying the following Year 12 students: Holly
Budalich, Belle Goodridge, Jamie Jalla, Epiphany Kondo-Morcom, Oliver
Nowicki and Francesco Russell to Parliament House on Thursday 23 April.
We were the guests of David Michael local MLA and Minister for Ports,
Road Safety, Mines and Petroleum and Assisting the Minister for Transport.

We had the opportunity for a tour of parliament house and view some of
the rooms and then had lunch with David Michael in the formal dining
room. The students engaged in robust conversation and asked questions of
David Michael who was very interested in hearing their perspectives and
future plans.

Helen Maitland
Principal
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BALCATTA UPDATE
News

Year 10 Immunisations

The Meningococcal vaccine is available to all Year 10 students, with
immunisations scheduled for next Wednesday 29 April and Thursday 30
April 2026.

Please note that no immunisation will be given without a registered
consent form.

If you have not yet completed this, please register via:
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/articles/a_e/adolescent-immunisation

A Guide for Parents — Adolescent Vaccination (Year 10) can be accessed
here:
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/~/media/HWA/Documents/Healthy-
living/Immunisation/adolescent-immunisation/Adolescent-Immunisation-
Year-10.pdf

Year 11 2027 Course Information Evening

We invite all current Year 10 parents and guardians to our Course
Information Evening, where you'll hear about Year 11 courses offered at
Balcatta SHS in 2027 and receive information about the Western Australian
Certificate of Education.

Date: Thursday 30 April

Time: 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Location: Balcatta SHS Performing Arts Theatre
Parking: Available off Amelia Street

This is the first step in planning for 2027 and beyond, with further steps
including student course talks, Pathways Planning and course selection

interviews in Term 2.

Please RSVP by Tuesday 28 April to wendy.walker@education.wa.edu.au

Important Dates
27 Apr ANZAC Day - Public Holiday
28 Apr OLNA Begins

29, 30 Apr Year 10 Immunisations

30 Apr Year 10 Parent Information Event
4 May P&C AGM - 6pm

5 May Year Assemblies in PAT

6 May Year 7 Lightning Carnival
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Year 10 student Alexandra French has been named WA State
Runner Up in the Simpson Prize!

The Simpson Prize is a national essay writing competition for Year 9 and 10
students funded by the Federal Department of Education, with entries
from across all school sectors. Alexandra is the first student from Balcatta
Senior High School to ever receive this honour.

As part of her prize, Alexandra spent two days in Canberra last week where
she laid a wreath at the National War Memorial and received her
certificate from Federal Minister for Education Jason Clare, supported by
Dr Anne Aly.

Alexandra has also been selected for the second year running as the
Member for Balcatta in the WA Youth Parliament through the YHA.

Congratulations Alexandra, we are incredibly proud of you!
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