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BALCATTA UPDATE

From the Principal

We have reached the final week of the 2025 school year
and what a year it has been. At a recent assembly, |
outlined many of the activities and opportunities our
students have participated in, many of which have been
featured in the Balcatta Bulletin across Semester 1 and
Semester 2. | would like to acknowledge some of the
many firsts for Balcatta Senior High School this Semester:

« Deadly Dreaming - Students participated in Deadly
Dreaming at Murdoch University, an immersive
program which inspired Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students to explore university life and
future pathways beyond school.

« ROV and Mini ROV STEMWA Challenge - Students
from Years 8 and 9 developed their STEM skills
through participation in the ROV and Mini ROV
STEMWA Challenge which focused on engineering,
teamwork and problem solving.

« Spelling Bee - this event was formed as part of the
school’s literacy strategy with 20 teams including a
staff team competing across a range of spelling
challenges.

« TT Rockstars - Year 7 students participated in the TT
Rockstars event which encouraged fluency with
times tables through interactive competition.

« Year 9 Drama Performance - students scripted and
performed The Lesson in the PAT which marked a
significant milestone as one of the first student
drama productions staged at the school.

Students have participated in numerous incursions and
excursions throughout the year, adding enrichment to
their curriculum.

This term students who have maintained their Good
Standing were invited to various reward activities
including Year 11 to Adventure World, Year 7 and Year 8
to Outback Splash, Year 9 Social Dance and Year 10 River
Cruise. The students and staff had a great time at these
events.

| would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all
staff for their hard work and contributions to Balcatta
SHS during another challenging year. | am so fortunate
to have such dedicated and professional staff.

Also, a very sincere thank you to the members of our
School Board and P&C Association for their ongoing
support and contributions to the school.

18 DECEMBER 2025

I wish all families a restful and safe holiday break and
look forward to welcoming students returning to school
on Monday 2 February 2026.

eRideable Laws as of 2 February 2026

As recently announced, under current Western
Australian road safety laws, only individuals aged 16 and
over are permitted to use eRideable devices, including
electric scooters, or eBikes with the motor engaged. The
safety of students is our priority.

A letter distributed to families regarding eRideables and
eBikes, can be found at this link.

For more information about eRideable and eBike rules,
penalties, purchasing tips and safety advice, visit the
Road Safety Commission website.

Helen Maitland
Principal

News

Year 7 Science Fair

The Year 7 Science Fair was a vibrant celebration of
curiosity, creativity and scientific thinking, with students
proudly presenting a diverse range of investigations to
peers, staff and invited guests. Throughout the term,
students followed the full scientific process, from
developing questions and planning fair tests to
collecting data and drawing conclusions. On the day,
Science learning spaces were buzzing as students
confidently explained their projects, demonstrated
experiments and answered questions, showcasing
strong problem-solving skills, perseverance and clear
scientific understanding.

Congratulations to all award recipients and to every
Year 7 student who participated in the Science Fair.

2025 Year 7 Science Fair Award Winners:

« Gifted and Talented Art Award - “Does a Silicon
Hand Affect the Human Mind” by Shairah Giri,
Hannah Tanedo, Lyla Vickery and Poonam Raika.

o Contribution to Science Award - “Effect of
Weedkillers on Dandelions” by Krisha Solanki, Mila
Thomson and Zoe Armstrong.

o Students’ Choice Award - “Our Solar System” by
Emdrel Yeshi Lhaki, Tandin Kinley Wangmo, Silvana
Grensea and Karma Euphel Wangmo.

In Term 4, 130 students from Year 7 to Year 12
participated in the Australian Mathematics Competition.
Students who participated are in the top 20% of
mathematicians in this region.
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Congratulations to our students who took part in the
competition. Our students received 3 High Distinctions,
12 Distinctions and 57 Credits out of 130 students who
sat the competition. Xavier Francis (Year 7), Morgan
Nowicki (Year 9) and Annie Lai (Year 10), received High
Distinctions. Their results were outstanding. Annie also
received the prize of “Best in School”, finishing in the
top 0.2% of participants in her division.

Year 7

High Distinction: Xavier Francis

Distinction: Hannah Tanedo

Credit: Ellie Basic, Sheja Kuenzig Dorji, Elliott Spaapen,
Heidi Newport, Luke Devenish, Allegra Petropulos,
Poonam Raika, Majd Chahade, Kuenzang Thinley Dorji,
Shairah Giri, Breanna Peters, Olivia Lynch, Makai Inge-
Laidley, Yonten Phuntsho Dorji, Aarav Saini.

Year 8

Distinction: Largie Aitken, Katia Fonti, Tiffany
Newport

Credit: Vincent Su, Elizabeth Jansen, Harry Muller,
Tendrel Zangmo Namgyel, Joshua Wepper, Giao Hoang,
Atarah Kalnaido, Jasmyn Poulson, Soham Kapdi,
Shivansh Contractor, Gotan Lam, Jigme Yeshey Phelgay,
Alia Watkins, Anika Forbes, Yeun Dela Cueva, Pema
Sonam Gyeltshen, Bat-Ulzii Angarag.

Year 9

High Distinction: Morgan Nowicki

Distinction: Taylor Jalla, Farhan Muzaini, Miya Do,
Bhawya Khanayat

Credit: Lucy Forbes, Isabelle Summers, Arda
Aytemur, Alex Di Loreto, Zoe Lao, Sonam Kuenga
Samdrup, Emily Frencham, Chenadi Rajapakse

Aiden Ryder, Haylie Chea, Hamza Alhendawi
Almasalma, Elizabeth Deada, Jaida Dragicevic.

Year 10

High Distinction: Annie Lai (Best in School)
Distinction: Tsheyang Lhazom

Credit: lvan Marjanovic, Oscar Muller, Alexandra
French, Tshering Dema, Pema Yewong Lhamo, Enzzo
Velez.

Year 11

Distinction: Eric Su

Credit: Sam Hatch, Violet Dimitrovski, Eva Boylan, Zoey
Duong

Year 12
Distinction: Harry Le Sueur, Edoardo Russell
Credit: Sonam T Wangyel, Danielle Fryer.

Semester 2 Awards

On Wednesday 17 December, we acknowledged
students’ academic achievements. My main message
to students was to remain focused and take genuine
pride in the effort they have shown throughout the
year. | encouraged them to reflect on their learning,
recognise their progress and consider what they may
need to focus on as they look ahead to next year,
while continuing to strive for and achieve their
personal best.

We acknowledged top performing students from
each Learning Area. Congratulations to the following
students who were presented with certificates for:

Academic Excellence Awards

Year 7 - Heidi Newport, Sheja Kuenzig Doriji

Year 8 - Imogen Birkinshaw Campbell, Giao Hoang
Year 9 - Alex Di Loreto

Year 10 - Daisy Roberts

Respect - Unite - Excel

Year 7 - Alexandra Vlahos, Pocholo Arazo

Year 8 - Leah Negus, Osel Phuntsho

Year 9 - Karina Murphy, Tsheying Kitsho Wangchuk
Year 10 - Alexandra French, Calum Aitken

Education Support Program
Respect - Unite - Excel

Year 7 - Anton Buralli

Year 8 - Fantasia Gyorgy
Year 9 - Franklin Gorey

Year 10 - Amelia Stone

Achievement Awards

Year 7 - Isaiah Watbwami, Maaike Ainslie
Year 8 - Bree Forrest

Year 9 - Naman Pankhania

Year 10 - Xavier Kerr

Endeavour Award

Year 7 - Mia Williams, Aston Turner
Year 8 - Lucas Cassidy-Rogers

Year 10 - Mia Downes, Riley Davidson

Enterprise Award
Year 7 - Edward Brell, Elyssia Rokich, Jacob Hashimy
Year 9 - Helena Figueira Paulo, Jenson Bowen

A message from the P&C

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed
to Balcatta Senior High School P&C in 2025 and wish
all the best to the outgoing members. Balcatta Senior
High P&C will be having a meeting on 16 February
2026 at 6.00pm in the Admin Conference Room and
nomination forms will be available for the upcoming
2026 P&C AGM on 16 March 2026 at 6.00pm in the
Admin Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to
attend the meeting and AGM.

Important dates
2025
19 Dec School is closed
2026
27 Jan Admin Office is open —8.00am to 4.00pm
29-30Jan School Development Days — NO students
2 Feb Students Commence
6 Feb School Photos (Year 7)
13 Feb School Photos (Years 8-12/New students)
16 Feb P&C Meeting 6.00pm
16 Feb School Photos (Catch-up
All Years)
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