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From the Principal
BALCATTA UPDATE 21 NOVEMBER 2025

The last few weeks have been extremely busy as students
have been engaged in a wide range of activities including: 

OLNA  
WISE Women Metro Showcase 
The General Art Exhibition in Ron Murphy Art Gallery
ROV & Mini ROV STEMWA Challenge 2025

Each event has provided valuable learning opportunities
which students have participated in with enthusiasm.

I will be on leave until Friday 28 November. During this
time Ms Tessa Curtis will be backfilling as Principal and
Mrs Jane Balcombe will be backfilling as Associate
Principal.

2026 Women of STEM Scholarships
The Women of STEM Scholarships support young Australian
women entering STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) university degrees by offering financial aid of
$5,000 per annum for up to five years. The program aims to
inspire students to take STEM subjects, expand their
university options and explore STEM careers.

Applications open on Thursday 18 December 2025 and close
at 5.00pm (AEDT) on Friday 6 February 2026.  To confirm
eligibility and verify if your chosen degree qualifies for the
Women of STEM Scholarship program, please visit  
www.womenofstem.com.au

General Art Exhibition
On Thursday 6 November we held our second General Art
Exhibition which featured student work from Years 7 to 10
across various mediums such as Painting, Lino Printing,
Mixed Media, Photography and Ceramics. The event
showcased a wide range of creativity and technical skill
from the participating students.

Awards were presented in each year group and staff
outlined the inspiration and processes behind selected
pieces which provided visitors with a valuable insight into
the work on display.  

OV and Mini ROV STEMWA Challenge 2025
Balcatta SHS participated in the ROV and Mini ROV STEMWA
Challenge for the first time this year which involved seven
Year 9 students in the ROV competition and six Year 8
students in the Mini ROV division. The three day event at
HMAS Stirling on Garden Island provided an immersive STEM
learning experience.  Students completed a demanding
schedule which included company branding, a verbal
presentation, a trade display, engineering design and a series
of underwater challenges. Although our teams did not place
this year,  they gained valuable experience in public speaking,
teamwork, engineering and problem solving. The school is
proud of the professionalism and enthusiasm they displayed
across the event.

Helen Maitland 
Principal 

WISE Women Showcase
On Thursday 6 November a group of Year 10 students
attended Murdoch University’s WISE Women Showcase
2025 which introduced them to the diverse opportunities
available in STEM and entrepreneurship.

The program included a keynote presentation and several
hands-on workshops where students learned about
forensic facial reconstruction, explored marine science
using drone technology to assess whale health and
investigated how butterflies create colour through light
refraction and microscopic analysis.

The event allowed students to engage directly with
scientific techniques and university researchers which
strengthened their understanding of real world STEM
applications and highlighted the creative pathways
available in these fields. The school extends its thanks to
Murdoch University’s STEM Outreach team for providing
this engaging experience.

News

Congratulations to the following award recipients:
Yr 7 Art - Nikkola Duignan
Yr 8 Ceramics - Abby Brereton-Ho
Yr 8 Painting - Alice Tikhanova
Yr 9 Art - Jamie Roesler 
Yr 9 Photography - Tea Clare 
Yr 10 Art - Yeedzin Chuki Pelzang 
People's Choice Award - Dechen Zangmo

It was pleasing to see a strong attendance from families and
friends which contributed to a positive atmosphere as
students proudly presented their work.

Sponsors include:

https://www.womenofstem.com.au/
https://www.womenofstem.com.au/?pgid=m4jej2oi3-e0fd9aca-286e-4451-b4af-cdb79772f7cc
https://www.womenofstem.com.au/?pgid=m4jej2oi3-ed7f2dd5-639b-44e0-854d-fe903a50de24
https://www.womenofstem.com.au/?pgid=m4jej2oi3-74970f89-1d2b-4dc0-8880-95c42e2881bd
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.womenofstem.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccolleen.phillips%40education.wa.edu.au%7C1b34e00ac2654bba4a0208de190d09b6%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638975740950474003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyhWUCnn57JsVx2JIOJp2%2BRcA6G27EWZXYQ1v6lHum0%3D&reserved=0
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Important dates
24-25 Nov Year 10 Exams

24 Nov - 5 Dec Year 7 In-term Swimming Lessons

28 Nov 3.15pm Years 10-12 Secondhand
Textbooks/Uniforms/School
Resources SALE

Road Closures
Main Roads wishes to advise the temporary southbound off-
ramp at Cedric Street in Innaloo is permanently closed as
part of works for the Stephenson Avenue Extension project. 
  
The closure of the off-ramp is required to complete works
for the future Stephenson Avenue southbound off-ramp. To
enable the safe construction of the tie-in with Mitchell
Freeway, the permanent closure of the Cedric Street
southbound off-ramp is required ahead of the new off-ramp
opening. 
 
Based on current schedules, the new southbound off-ramp
at Stephenson Avenue will open in early December 2025. 

To access Innaloo and northern Stirling, exit earlier at
the Karrinyup Road southbound off-ramp.
To access Osborne Park and southern Stirling, exit later
at the Hutton Street southbound off-ramp.

Signage will be in place to support these changes and
motorists are encouraged to allow additional time to their
travel journey, especially during peak periods.
 
Please feel free to visit the Main Roads website for more
information.
 

Social Media Access Changes for Under 16s
The eSafety Commissioner has announced upcoming
national changes to social media access for children under
16. Parents and carers can learn more by joining a free 30-
minute information webinar explaining the new age
restrictions and how to support young people through the
transition. For session times and registration, please visit
the eSafety Commissioner’s website.

Second-hand School Resources Sale
On Friday 28 November commencing from 3.15pm to
4.00pm, students will be setting up a second-hand stall in
the old canteen area. Students from Year 10 to Year 12 are
encouraged to bring their second-hand textbooks,
uniforms and other school resources to sell. It is cash only
(sellers keep proceeds from their sales). All items bought
must be checked before purchasing as there will be no
refunds given.

Access to Innaloo, Stirling and Osborne Park will temporarily
be via the following alternative routes until the new
Stephenson Avenue southbound off-ramp is operational
(please refer to detour map below): 

2 Dec Transition Day Year 6 (Year 7 in 2026)

3 Dec School Board Meeting (OPEN) at
5.00pm on Level 1 - Parents are
welcome to attend

1 Dec 5.15pm School Tour (Year 7 in 2026)
6.15pm Parent Information Event

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/4abb25/globalassets/projects-initiatives/projects/metro/stephenson-ave/stephenson-avenue-extension-project-major-traffic-changes-coming-to-innaloo-and-stirling.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/webinars

