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From the Principal
As we close out Term 3, our students have showcased their
talent, teamwork and care for one another. From outstanding
music performances on the State stage to our recent well-
being initiatives, it has been a time of energy, pride and
celebration.

The end of Term 3 is always especially significant for our
community as we farewell our Year 12 cohort, who have
finished Term 3 with energy, creativity and pride through a
series of farewell activities. The activities included lively Staff
vs Students games, battling it out in volleyball, dodgeball and
basketball. The fun continued with Dress-Up Day, where
students came dressed as their future careers, showing both
imagination and humour. Oval Day brought everyone
together for sack races, tug-of-war and plenty of laughter in
the sun. The week concluded with the Final Day Year 12  
Breakfast and whole school assembly, where students
gathered with staff and families for a memorable farewell
and the traditional cake cutting. 
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WA Public Schools’ Contemporary Music Ensemble Festival
2025
Our school band Serpentine represented Balcatta SHS at the
WA Public Schools Contemporary Ensemble Festival,
performing with professionalism and energy. Their efforts
received glowing praise from principals and adjudicators in
attendance.

WA Public Secondary Schools Choral Festival
On Saturday 6 September, our choir joined voices with other
schools across the state at the WA Public Secondary Schools
Choral Festival. They performed “Dive” by Olivia Dean and
“Linger” by The Cranberries in an acoustic setting and were
awarded an “Excellent” for their overall performance. We
are proud of their dedication, teamwork and talent.

News

We now look forward to the Presentation Ceremony at the
UWA Octagon Theatre on Tuesday 21 October, where the
Class of 2025 will be officially celebrated for their
achievements. We congratulate our departing students and
wish them the very best as they move into the next chapter
of their lives.

Thank you to our students, staff and families for all your
support throughout this busy and successful term. I wish you
all a safe and enjoyable holiday break and we look forward to
welcoming students back on Monday 13 October for the start
of Term 4.

Helen Maitland
Principal

Free travel with a Student SmartRider
Students with a valid Student SmartRider can enjoy free travel
on Transperth services for any journey from Monday to Friday,
until the end of the 2025 school year.
To access free travel, students must tag on and tag off
correctly with a SmartRider, every time they use public
transport. When travelling by bus, students need to tag on at
the front door. They can tag off at any door when exiting.
Tagging on and off helps Transperth plan enough buses to get
everyone to and from school safely and on time.
Further information can be found on the Transperth website.

https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/c/portal/webcms/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transperth.wa.gov.au%2Fstudentfreetravel
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Important dates

21 Oct 6.00pm Year 12 Presentation 
Ceremony at Octagon Theatre

13 Oct Term 4 commences for staff and students
16/17 Oct Atomos Dance Showcase

13 Nov Gifted & Talented Information
Evening in PAT

Student Services News

Tamanna and Erika, Master of Social Work students from
the University of Western Australia, joined Balcatta SHS
on placement with Student Services have been exploring
local community services available to students and
families.

In this issue they wish to highlight  the Youth Services
program at Kids Helpline. Kids Helpline is a free,
confidential 24/7 online and phone counselling service for
young people aged 5 to 25. Trained counsellors are
available anytime to listen, support and help you work
through whatever you are facing. They also have WebChat
counselling and a Peer Support community. No problem is
too big or too small, you deserve to be heard!

Find out more: https://kidshelpline.com.au/young-adults

Australian Gymnastics Championships
Year 12 student Nadya Igusti achieved outstanding results at
the Australian Gymnastics Championships 2025, held on the
Gold Coast. Competing as part of the WA State Team, Nadya
and her teammates brought home Bronze medals in the
Senior International Level team event. She also reached the
finals for her Ribbon routine, where she placed 8th in
Australia. We would like to congratulate Nadya on her
success at a national level.

RUOK? Day 
On Thursday 11 September, students and staff embraced
RUOK? Day with conversations, activities and of course, a
sea of yellow across the school. Thank you to everyone
who took part, as your care and kindness made a real
difference in reminding us all of the importance of
checking in.

Act-Belong-Commit Week
Week 9 was dedicated to Act-Belong-Commit Week,
encouraging everyone to look after their well-being and
stay connected. Students and staff joined in with activities
across recess and lunch, from biscuit decorating, giant
chess, chalk art, table tennis, nail art, Just Dance and
vision boards.

The week also included the World’s Greatest Shave, a
Bake Sale in support of Wear it Purple and of course, the
highly anticipated Staff vs Students games in volleyball,
dodgeball and basketball. Everyone participated with
enthusiasm and the staff took the win once again, Staff 2
and Students 1.  This was a fantastic way to finish the
term full of energy, creativity and community spirit. 

Student Achievements
National Youth Parliament
Year 10 student Alexandra French recently
met with Dr Anne Aly MP to discuss her
application for the National Youth
Parliament program.  Alexandra
represented Balcatta Senior High School
with maturity and confidence, asking
thoughtful questions about leadership and
life in politics. We are very proud of the
way she showcased her curiosity, insight
and commitment to learning.

Whole School Athletics Carnival
On Wednesday 24 September, we held our annual Whole
School Athletics Carnival. The weather was great and the
atmosphere was filled with excitement as students came
dressed in their House colours and creative costumes. 

Students participated in a wide range of events including long
jump, triple jump, shot put, turbo javelin, relay races, 100m,
200m and 400m sprints, as well as novelty activities such as
the giant sack race, tug-o-war, giant quoits and giant
Leaderball. 

Students showed great enthusiasm in the novelty events,
while the traditional events brought out both competitive
spirit and a strong willingness to participate.

House Points
1st Aurora         3,318                
2nd Poseidon    3,291            
3rd Artemis       3,230        
4th Zeus             3,030

https://kidshelpline.com.au/young-adults

