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From the Principal

The performing and visual arts students have been busy
and proudly demonstrating or exhibiting their skills.

Dance

Our Performing Arts students recently presented the
Aelora Choreography Nights to sell-out audiences, with
proud family, friends and staff in attendance. The
program featured 28 group and solo dance
performances showcasing the creativity, dedication and
skill of our talented student choreographers.

Year 12 students managed both the front of house and
back of house operations as part of their assessment
program, ensuring the event ran smoothly and
professionally.

Art Exhibitions

It has been an exciting and busy time for our Gifted and

Talented Visual Art students with many selected for

major exhibitions.

« Emerge Youth Art Awards

Congratulations to Chiara Riolo who received a
Commendation in the Open Award. This is an
exceptional achievement as this Award included
works from artists up to 25 years of age in addition
to an Under 18s award.

o Outside the Frame Art Awards

The City of Armadale’s Outside the Frame Art
Awards showcases some of the best contemporary
artworks by young artists across Perth. Established
as a platform to help develop these young artists,
the exhibition features many thought provoking
works, sharing current trends and ideas directly
from the minds of our youth. The exhibition was
open to students in years 11 and 12 from across
the Perth metropolitan region. High Schools,
including Balcatta SHS put forward student works
across seven categories: painting, drawing,
printmaking, sculpture, textiles, digital
media/photography and mixed media.
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The following students had their work selected for
exhibition: Matilda McKay, Jimmi llomanoski, Bell
Goodridge, Jaime Jalla, Sierra Tylor-Gregorio and
Charlotte  Muller. Congratulations to Jimmi
llomanoski, Bell Goodridge and Sierra Tylor-Gregorio
who received awards in their categories. Balcatta
Senior High School was also named and awarded the
title of School with the Best Collective Works.

Entry by Matilda McKay

Entry by Jaime Jalla Entry by Charlotte Muller

Helen Maitland
Principal

Student Achievements

Brayden van de Putte

Year 8 student Brayden van de Putte, proudly
represented WA at the Open Mens National
Championship in the ACT. His team finished third
overall and his talent with the bat was recognised
recently, when he received the Best Batter award at
the Morley Eagles Softball Club awards night.
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Trey Isopo Williams

Year 8 student Trey Isopo Williams, recently competed in
The Aotearoa NZ Maori Rugby League Teina Tama Rugby
Tournament in New Zealand where he impressed with
his fearless approach against much larger opponents. His
determination and skill earned him the Peoples Choice
Award.

Maya Szarnyasi

Year 9 student Maya Szarnyasi, has been selected to
represent Australia at the 2025 Youth Artistic Swimming
World Championships in Athens as part of the Australian
Youth National Artistic Swimming Team. The team,
made up of athletes from across Australia, has been
training together for the past two years and recently
attended high-performance camps at the Australian
Institute of Sport in Canberra. Selected through a
rigorous trial process as members of the ASA Green and
Gold Academy, the athletes receive weekly high
performance training in addition to their club training to
ensure they are ready for the world stage.

Ellie Basic

Year 7 student Ellie Basic, has been selected to assist in
the upcoming One Big Voice Festival at RAC Arena on 29
August. This year, 8,000 primary school children from
across Western Australia have been learning a shared
repertoire throughout the year, culminating in the
largest single massed choir in Australia. The festival is a
highlight of WA’s cultural calendar, particularly for
children, and we are proud that Ellie will play a key role
in the proceedings. We wish her all the very best for this
exciting opportunity.

Isha Singh

Year 11 student Isha Singh, was chosen to represent
Western Australia at the UN Youth Model in South
Australia during the school holidays. This was after she
participated in the state-based program earlier in the
year. Isha was required to represent the interests of the
country she was given, which required her to research
the country and argue in the summit on international
issues which may directly or indirectly impact that
country.

Alexandra French

Year 10 student Alexandra French, proudly represented
Balcatta in the YMCA Youth Parliament of Western
Australia, over the school holidays. This program is
offered to young people aged 15 to 25 and Alexandra is
the first person in some time to represent the state
electorate of Balcatta in this prestigious forum. This is an
endorsed program, which was a culmination of programs
and meetings held from the Term One holidays and
throughout Term 2. Alexandra was chosen to be a
shadow minister, and drafted pieces of legislation and
wrote a number of speeches which she presented to
parliament. Through this, she has been recommended by
the YHA organiser to apply for the Fogarty Youth
Leadership program to be run in Term 3 and for the 2026
National Youth Parliament to be held in Canberra at the
start of next year.

Tsheyang Lhazom and Pema Yewong Lhamo

Year 10 students, Tsheyang Lhazom and Pema Yewong
Lhamo will represent the school in the Evatt Speaking
Competition at Perth Modern School on 24 August.
This UN Youth Australia event challenges students to
debate international issues and draft UN Charter
resolutions.

News
NAPLAN

Year 7 and Year 9 students received their 2025
NAPLAN results last week. NAPLAN assesses literacy
and numeracy skills developed through the school
curriculum and provides parents and carers with
information on how their child is progressing against
national proficiency standards.

The assessments, held earlier this year, covered
writing, reading, conventions of language including
spelling, grammar and punctuation, as well as
numeracy. Analysis of our school results shows a
strong proficiency band across all domains.

NAP- Opt In

Balcatta SHS participated in the optional NAP Opt-in
Assessment for Year 10 students this year, covering
the domains of Science Literacy and Civics and
Citizenship (Humanities and Social Sciences). These
tests measure performance against national standards
in key curriculum areas beyond literacy and numeracy.

Our results were very strong with Balcatta SHS
achieving a mean score of 527 in Science compared to
the national mean of 503, and 493 in Civics and
Citizenship compared to the national mean of 457.

Student Services News

We welcome Tamanna and Erika, Master of Social
Work students from the University of Western
Australia, who have joined Balcatta SHS on placement
with Student Services until the end of Term 3. Their
role is to support student emotional well-being,
provide a safe space to talk and assist with case
writing, case management and other support. As part
of their placement, they have been exploring local
community services available to students and families.
One they wish to highlight is Amber Youth Wellness, a
free and confidential program offered by MercyCare
for young people aged 12 to 25 that provides
counselling, youth workers, group activities and peer
support with no referral required. Call 1800 800 046 or
https://www.mercycare.com.au/community-

services/youth-services/wellness/amber-yOuth-

wellness
Important dates
18 Aug Year 12 Group Photo Day
18 Aug Year 12 Human Biology Excursion
18- 22 Aug Book Week
22 Aug Book Week Dress-up Day
20 Aug School Board Meeting
8 - 19 Sept OLNA Year 10
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