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BALCATTA UPDATE

From the Principal

This is the final Balcatta Update for Term 2, as we head
towards the end of the term break. As usual the last two
weeks have been exceptionally busy, with a number of
events and opportunities for our students. Some of
these include:

The Lester Prize Youth Awards Exhibition

The Year 10 Gifted and Talented Visual Art students
visited the WA Museum Boola Bardip and participated in
The Lester Prize Youth Awards: Education Workshops.
The workshop offered a hands-on opportunity which
was engaging and focussed on self-expression through
portrait art.

While at the museum, the students were able to view
The Lester Prize Youth Awards Exhibition which allowed
them to view and discuss the diverse range of portraits
by students from across Australia.

University of Western Australia Career Taster Event

On Thursday 26 June, a number of Year 10 to Year 12
Visual Art students were invited by the Visual Art lecturer
at the University of the Arts (UWA), to attend the end of
semester Design and Art School Exhibition. This
showcase featured an impressive range of work across
all units studied during the semester, including drawings,
models and mixed media pieces. Students had the
opportunity to walk through the exhibition, explore
creative approaches and attend scheduled artist talks.
This was a valued experience for students considering
further studies in the visual art or design fields.

Herdsman Lake Excursion

Our Year 9 Science students enhanced their
understanding of local ecosystems and the importance
of environmental conservation at the recent excursion
to Herdsman Lake. Set in one of Perth’s most
ecologically-diverse wetland areas, the excursions
provided students with valuable hands-on learning
opportunities. From water quality testing to leaf litter
sampling and invertebrate scooping, students received
hands-on experience investigating the health of the lake
and its habitats. Guided walks brought them face-to-
face with the area’s incredible birdlife, wetland plants
and aquatic invertebrates. This excursion brought
classroom learning to life, sparking curiosity and
fostering a deeper appreciation for environmental
conservation.

University Of Western Australia Neuroscience labs

In Term 1, four outstanding Year 10 students, Tshering
Dema, Anh Hoang, Pema Yewong Lhamo and Tsheyang
Lhazom were selected to attend a prestigious

neuroscience excursion at UWA after achieving top
results in Round 1 of the Brain Bee Challenge.

The Brain Bee is a national competition which tests
students' knowledge of the brain and nervous system. By
excelling in the first round, these students earned the
chance to explore advanced neuroscience topics
alongside university  researchers  and health
professionals. During the excursion, they engaged in
activities such as virtual lab simulations, dissections and
explored topics like memory, brain anatomy, mental
health and neurological diseases. The students engaged
with curiosity, focus and enthusiasm and their
involvement highlighted both their academic talent and
interest in possible future careers. Congratulations to all
four students on this outstanding achievement.

Education Support Program

On Friday 27 June, a number of our Education Support
students showcased their talents at the Education
Support North Network (ESNN) Performing Arts Concert
which was held at Belridge Secondary ESC. This is an
annual event which included student performances from
Mount Hawthorn ESC, Dianella Secondary College ESC,
Creaney ESC, Roseworth ESC, Joondalup ESC, Belridge
Secondary ESC and Balcatta SHS. Throughout the day,
the audience was entertained by a variety of
performances including body percussion, drumming,
singing cheer routines, dancing and band performances.
Our students, ‘The Catta Crew’ showcased their dance
and music skills through their performances of ‘Blue
Brothers and Gangnam Style’ routines. Our students’
passion and hard work lit up the stage.

On Thursday 3 July, we held the Semester 1 Parent
Reporting Event. It was a great opportunity for the
parents to meet the teachers to discuss their child’s
progress. It was pleasing to see the number of parents
in attendance.

On Friday 25 July, we will be acknowledging Year 7 to
Year 12 students at our Semester 1 Awards Assemblies.
More details will be provided early next term.

| wish staff and students a relaxing and restful holiday
break and look forward to the start of Term 3, with
students commencing school on Tuesday 22 July.

Helen Maitland
Principal



Student Achievements

Congratulations to the following students:

Trey Isopo Williams

Year 8 student, Trey Isopo Williams has been selected to
join the Western Australian Maori Rugby League, State
Under 14 Tama Team 2025. The Aotearoa NZ Maori
Rugby League Teina Tama Rugby Tournament 2025 will
be held in Roturua, Aotearoa on Saturday 5 July and
Sunday 6 July 2025. Competing in this tournament is a
rare achievement for players residing in Western
Australia We would like to congratulate Trey on his
selection and wish him every success.

Isha Singh

Year 11 student Isha Singh, has been shortlisted in the
Oxford Scholastica Essay Competition 2025. Isha
impressed the judges with her essay on “What do you
think the greatest challenge currently facing law is and
how might you play a role in tackling it?”, standing out
from over 650 entries. As a prize, she earned a free
place at an Oxford Scholastica Academic Conference.
Oxford Scholastica inspires teenagers through
university-style  teaching, academic  challenges,
Masterclasses and cultural adventures, including their
Oxford Summer School. Entering essay competitions like
this helps prepare students for university, encourages
deeper thinking and broadens academic horizons.

BinarX at Curtin University

Over the past 18 months, several of our students have
been actively involved in Curtin University’s BinarX
program, working on engineering models of space
payloads and preparing their test readiness
documentation. On Friday 27 June, they submitted their
payloads and participated in the Test Readiness Review
presentation, showcasing their technical work.

The BinarX program is one of the few initiatives which
provides high school students with the tools and
mentorship needed to build real, flight-ready hardware.
In 2024, the program successfully launched spacecraft
into orbit and is now preparing to launch a spacecraft
developed with assistance from seven of our students
within the next 18 months. Congratulations to Pema
Tsho Sakhu, Liam Bailey, Jackson Sirr, John Luxford,
Oliver Nowicki, Isha Singh, and teacher Michael Briggs
for their dedication and hard work in this exciting
project.

News

Corroboree for Life

Over the past five weeks, our Indigenous students have
been proudly engaging with ‘Corroboree For Life’, a

Perth-based, Aboriginal-led organisation dedicated to

empowering young Aboriginal people through cultural

connection, creative expression and community

involvement. The organisation was founded by proud

Noongar man, Ash Penfold and guided by local Wadjak

and Balardong elders.

The ‘Corroboree For Life’ program focuses on building
pride, belonging and resilience by strengthening cultural
ties, while supporting the well-being and connection of
Aboriginal youth. As part of the program, Ash had been
leading inspiring workshops with our students, which
culminated in a lively dance performance held on
Tuesday 1 July.

The Push-Up Challenge

This year marks the second time our school has
participated in the Push-Up Challenge, Australia’s largest
mental health and fitness event. Nine students officially
registered as part of the House teams and together
completed 17,850 official push-ups. However, we believe
the total number of push-ups performed by all students
including those who participated without registering,
exceeded 19,000. Throughout the event, hundreds of
meaningful conversations took place with students
about the Push-Up Challenge’s purpose, raising
awareness about mental health struggles and generating
much-needed funds to support the cause.

Year 12 prefect Edoardo Russell, served as our Student
Ambassador setting up the account and helping to
promote the event.

As a school, we proudly raised $2,006 this year to
support mental health initiatives.

Health News

Immunisations
If you have not registered your child, please click on link
to the new online consent form.

If you wish for your child to receive their vaccination
outside of school or want to catch up sooner, please
click on link for a list of clinics.

Year 7 Immunisations
Year 7 immunisations have been scheduled for
Wednesday 23 July and Thursday 24 July 2025.

Important dates

22 July

23 - 24 July

25 July

28 -31Jul, 1 Aug

Students commence school
Year 7 Immunisations
Semester 1 Awards Assemblies
Years 11-12 OLNA
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https://vaccinatewa.health.wa.gov.au/s/consentpublic?dHlwZT1zYmlw
https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Clinics-2024.pdf

