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From the Principal

It has been a busy start to the term with a number activities
underway including excursions, incursions, Year 10
OLNA,Year 12 Externally Set Task tests and Science, Civics &
Citizenship and Literacy NAP Opt-In tests for Year 10 students.

Several of our students have represented the school in sporting
events including:

Year 11 and Year 12 Senior Basketball competition which was
held on Wednesday 14 May at Warwick stadium

Year 7 and Year 8 Lightning carnivals, which were held over
the past two weeks. This year our students competed in the
following sports; hockey, netball, basketball, soccer and AFL.
There was positive feedback on how the students participated
and represented the school.

Our Year 7 students went to the WA Museum Boola Bardip over
Monday 12 May and Tuesday 13 May and undertook the
“Debating Ancient Histories Program”. In this program the
students learnt about archaeology and how archaeologists
learn about the past through artefacts, as well as completing a
scavenger hunt though different exhibitions throughout the
museum.

| had the pleasure of attending the Tecknes Performing Arts
Showcase 2025. This inaugural Performance Showcase event
was held in the Performing Arts Theatre from Wednesday
21 May to Friday 23 May and featured performances by Dance,
Drama and Music students, as well as a special guest
performance each night. The performances included Musical
Theatre Club performing “Slipping Through my Fingers”, Year
8 band "Thunderdoll", The Catta Crew (Education Support staff
and students) dance performance titled "Cool Cats” and a
music performance from our legendary rock band “Serpentine”.

Our students demonstrated outstanding skills and
professionalism and for a number of them, it was their first time
performing before an audience. It was a sell-out event each
night.

I would sincerely like to thank the Performing Arts staff, Tayla
Nicholls (Dance Coordinator and event organiser), Daniel Rees
(Music), Josh Wilson (Lighting), Trevor Ghouse and Alison
Martin (Dance), Joh Gatti (Drama) and the staff who assisted
with supervising, Jamie Arkeveld, David Charlesworth, Nicole
Ward, Kate Nichols, Emma Baleilakeba and Marney Anderson.

TEAM Connect: This is the second year of our involvement in
this award-winning community engagement program which
uses team sport to create opportunity and belonging. This year,
six of the girls who participated in the cricket program are now
involved in a leadership program, which will see them gain skills
they will use when they run some training sessions with
students at one of our local primary schools. Congratulations
to Year 8 students: Faith Munungani, Kate Cavaney, Aarya
Patel, Jetsuen Dema, Pema Tsho Sakhu and Simarjot Kaur.

P&C Day
On Friday 23 May, we celebrated P&C Day WA, an opportunity
to thank all our incredible P&C volunteers and their

contributions to Balcatta SHS. | wish to acknowledge our
parent volunteers who give their time and enthusiasm in
supporting the school.

National Reconciliation Week

During Week 5, as part of our school’'s ongoing commitment to
acknowledging our shared history and fostering stronger
relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
we celebrate National Reconciliation Week and National Sorry
Day (Monday 26 May). Students will be participating in activities
facilitated by the Student Councillors.

Helen Maitland
Principal

News

Foodbank Drive

Balcatta SHS and the students and staff from B Block are
extremely privileged to be hosting a Food Drive in Term 2 for
Foodbank WA. Both Balcatta SHS and Foodbank WA believe
that everyone should have access to healthy food.

There are Western Australians going without every day, and
Foodbank WA are working hard to change that. In the last
financial year, they provided almost 7.8 million meals to
Western Australians through their charity partners and schools.
There are many reasons why people find themselves struggling
to afford enough food. The need to support each other has
never been greater and many people are reaching out for help
for the first time in their lives. The whole team at Balcatta SHS
and B Block, are coming together to hold a Food Drive for the
remainder to term 2, to help those in our community who need
it.
We appreciate everyone’s support and will be accepting
donations of non-perishable food items. The food items may
be dropped off in the following locations:

e Front Office Reception

e  Hub, Education Support Program

e Student Services Reception

e B Block — Classroom B15

We do not accept any non-perishable items past their expiry
date.

WA Student Assistance Payment

The State Government announced the WA Student
Assistance Payment which is an initiative offering a cost-of-
living payment for every student in Western Australia to provide
financial relief and assist families with their children’s
schooling. The payment is available until 4 July 2025.

To be eligible for the payment, parents will require a valid WA
Student Number (WASN). This 8-digit number can be found
on Student SmartRider cards, School Reports (including
NAPLAN, Interim Reports, Semester Reports and your child’s
Contributions and Charges (fees) statements.



https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/the-wa-student-assistance-payment-back-2025
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/the-wa-student-assistance-payment-back-2025
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Important Information regarding eRideables
Please read the following information regarding eRideables.
What is considered an eRideable?
e A small electric rideable device with at least one wheel
e Isless than 125cm long, 70cm wide and 135cm high

e |s 25kg or less and not capable of travelling faster than
25km/h on level ground.
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What IS NOT considered an eRideable?
e eBicycles (power-assisted pedal cycles)
e Segways (electric personal transporters)
e Motorised wheelchairs
e Motorised scooters less than 200w.
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Balcatta SHS supports the Road Safety Commission with ALL
rideable device rules. Please familiarise yourself with the
following rules to maximise safety for everybody in our
community:

e Riders must wear an approved helmet

Important dates

Riders must wear / display lights and reflectors
A bell or warning device must be fitted to the device
No doubling up / dinkying
No device is to be ridden on Balcatta SHS grounds.
Please Note:
Students are not permitted to:

e bring eRideables onto the school grounds if you under

16 years of age.

e charge any rideable device on school grounds.
Balcatta SHS take no responsibility for theft or damage.
Please ensure your child follows these rules for their safety.

Murdoch University Years 9-12 Parent Information
Evening

Murdoch University is holding its Year 9 & 10 and Year 11 & 12
Parent & Supporters Information Evening on Wednesday 4 June
commencing at 5:30pm to 7:30pm.

Help your child understand university and their tertiary study
options.

There are hundreds of study choices for school leavers. We are
here to help you through this exciting new chapter in your teen’s life
by providing all the information you need to guide them through
Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and beyond.

Join us for a Parent & Supporters Information Evening where we
will cover:
e Course options
Understanding university lingo
Application processes
Fees & Scholarships
and much more!
Register Now! Registrations are essential and can be made by
selecting your session via the links below:
Year 9 & 10 session
Year 11 & 12 session

Regional or Remote? You can attend the presentation portion of
this event online from 6.00pm to 7.00pm.
Use the links below to register for the online event:

Year 9 & 10 Parent & Supporters Information Evening (Online)
Year 11 & 12 Parent & Supporters Information Evening (Online)
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https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Year-9-and-10-Parent-and-Supporters-Information-Evening.pdf
https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Year-11-and-12-Parent-and-Supporters-Information-Evening.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fyear-9-10-parent-supporters-information-evening-tickets-1232500053839%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cec3cf35c02584eb40ef508dd9c028b6e%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638838257474373068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BdqqXPlI7gtXwuVEu%2F5g21XpGrGw29JwKhfGB2LTmOU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fyear-11-12-parent-supporters-information-evening-tickets-1229599558379%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cec3cf35c02584eb40ef508dd9c028b6e%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638838257474416035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uBSZz8HmTz6xGwo4GEwsy5YP4q%2FbZa8L2xxvODsgfzc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fyear-9-10-parent-supporters-information-evening-online-tickets-1232504487099%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cec3cf35c02584eb40ef508dd9c028b6e%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638838257474441211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oeaaz%2FJwMfJx%2Fn7NQAH1hYL%2FI4BATtFPYiqgTZMNEjc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fyear-9-10-parent-supporters-information-evening-online-tickets-1232504487099%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cec3cf35c02584eb40ef508dd9c028b6e%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638838257474441211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oeaaz%2FJwMfJx%2Fn7NQAH1hYL%2FI4BATtFPYiqgTZMNEjc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com.au%2Fe%2Fyear-11-12-parent-supporters-information-evening-online-tickets-1232482541459%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cec3cf35c02584eb40ef508dd9c028b6e%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638838257474456833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2B6ZQNjZqYI%2FJPbgLMvymRh7jJfYzz1V0Cy0hfs%2BHNY%3D&reserved=0

