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From the Principal

| have returned from leave and would like to sincerely thank
Ms Kaye Stevens for backfilling as principal during that time.

Term 2 commenced with students returning to school on Tuesday
29 April. Staff commenced on Monday 28 April and completed a
comprehensive School Development Program which included
information and workshop sessions to support school
improvement.

| would also like to congratulate the newly appointed members to
our School Board:

Chair: Carli Sanbrook

Community Member: Kelzang Choden

Parent Representatives: Tabatha McCallum and Victoria
Bovenkerk.

Last term | attended the Annual General Meeting of our P&C
Committee and was thrilled to see so many parents in attendance.
The P&C is an integral part of the Balcatta SHS community. The
2025 committee members are:

President — Pauline Vukojevic

Vice President — Vicky Bovenkerk

Secretary — Shoshana Lam

Treasurer — Phillip Saraceni

Executive Members: Christel Newport, Louise Forbes, Rachel
Thompson and Kari Gray

| look forward to working with both groups as they support our
school.

On the morning of Friday 2 May, we held an ANZAC
Commemorative event acknowledging the 110" anniversary of
ANZAC Day. We were fortunate to have in attendance, the
Honorable David Michael MLA for Balcatta and Corporal Dion
Nguyen, a member of the 13" Brigade in the 10™ Light Horse
Regiment. Thank you to Mrs Barker for her coordination of this
event and the Student Councillors for their insightful readings and
reflections.

Staffing Update

Welcome the following staff commencing this term:
Mirella Barilla — Manager Corporate Services
Sasja Kruger — Education Support Teacher

Carla Nikoloska — Education Support Teacher

Helen Maitland
Principal

Student Services News

Attendance

The Impact of holidays during school time

Developing the habit of going to school every day is vitally
important so your child does not miss out on important ideas and
skills they need for future learning. This is why we strongly
encourage you not to go on family holidays during school time.

Why is going to school regularly so important?

At school, many concepts (such as literacy and numeracy) are
taught in a sequence. Missing school means missing out on
learning — which can often make it difficult to catch up later. Thisis
particularly important in the early years when essential foundation
skills are being taught. Going to school every day helps children
learn the important life skill of ‘showing up’ — at school, at work, to
sport and other commitments. Research from the Western
Australian Telethon Kids Institute shows that every day at school

counts towards a student’s learning. Students who attend more,
generally do better at school and in life. The School Education Act
1999 does not allow principals to give permission for families to
take holidays during the school term. As students are required to
attend school every day, time off for holidays is recorded as an
absence.

What can you do?

We strongly encourage you to organise holidays during school
holiday periods to make sure your child doesn’t miss out on school.
Please contact office staff if you have been considering taking a
holiday during the school term. This will allow us to discuss the
learning your child would be missing out on.

Every day that a student does not attend school can have a
negative impact on their learning.

The Department of Education monitors student attendance and
works with other agencies and service providers to maximise
student engagement with learning.

School Absences

Please use Compass (Absence tab) to notify the school of any student

absences.

News

Safety Concerns and Traffic Infringements
Please be aware that the City of Stirling is working to support the
safety of our students and community.

The concerns are illegal/dangerous parking and driving around the
school, especially on and near Poincaire Street. For example,
parking in bus stops and undertaking U turns rather than using the
roundabouts.

Patrols are being conducted and Al camera technology is being
used to identify registration plates. Multiple infringement notices
have already been sent and will continue if the negative practices
continue. Use of the Amelia Street student drop-off and pick-up car
park should alleviate parking issues on the Poincaire Street side of
the school.

Year 10 Careers Expo
On Thursday 1 May 2025, you will have received an email about
the upcoming excursion to visit the Careers Expo coming to Perth.

This is the only careers event in WA that brings together over 100
organisations. It attracts local and national universities, various
vocational and professional training providers, industry
associations and employers. This event is for students, graduates
and job seekers. It is perfect for anyone pondering their future,
seeking personal development, training or employment
opportunities. The students can speak with industry experts about
school leaver pathways, university and training options or job
opportunities including any of the Western Australian
Government’s eight priority sectors. Learn more about the jobs of
today and tomorrow.

The Careers Expo 2025 will be hosted at the Perth Convention and
Exhibition Centre (PCEC) between Thursday 15 May and Sunday
18 May 2025. Balcatta SHS is funding a visit to the Careers Expo
on Friday 16 May 2025 for 120 (limited spaces available) Year 10
students.

This is a brilliant opportunity, so do not forget to give consent via
Consent2Go invitation for your child.

If you have any questions, please email Mrs Emma Burns
(emma.burns@education.wa.edu.au).
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Balcatta Update

Career Conversations — Pathways and opportunities

In 2025, the Department of Education is excited to bring back the highly
anticipated Career Conversations events, offering valuable insights for
families and schools across the state. These free, cross-sector events
have proven to be a hit with past sessions booking out quickly in the
metro area. Attendees have consistently praised the events, especially
for the opportunity to gain up-to-date career pathway and labour market
information. One of the highlights has been hearing directly from
industry experts and employers, providing participants with real-world
perspectives on the evolving job landscape.

Career Conversations — Pathways and opportunities 2025 events
for Term 2 in the North metropolitan region are as follows (also refer tiles
below):

Metropolitan events (6:30 pm to 8:00 pm)

Midland Monday 5 May
North Morley Tuesday 20 May
Metropolitan Scarborough Tuesday 17 June

Wembley Tuesday 24 June

Online event (5:00 pm to 6:00 pm)
Al | Online

We are reaching out to encourage the school community to get involved
in our free family events, designed to spark conversation about exciting
post-school options. We invite both parents and students to join us and
discover a wealth of information about:

e where to find the most accurate, up-to-date career pathway
info
exploring university and training pathways
career pathway information for young people with disabilities
where the jobs are
what employers and industries are looking for.
This invitation is open to all secondary and primary school families.
Don’t miss out — reserve your place today by booking through the
link to Reserve Your Spot.

| Tuesday 10 June

WA Student Assistance Payment

The State government announced the WA Student Assistance
Payment which is an initiative offering a cost-of-living payment for
every student in Western Australia to provide financial relief and
assist families with their children’s schooling. The payment is
available until 4 July 2025.

To be eligible for the payment, parents will require a valid WA
Student Number (WASN). This 8-digit number can be found on
Student SmartRider cards, School Reports (including NAPLAN,
Interim Reports, Semester Reports and your child’s Contributions
and Charges (fees) statements.

Important dates

School Tour for parents of students enrolled in our Education
Support Program

If you are interested in enrolling your child into our Education
Support Program for 2026, Balcatta SHS will be offering a School
Tour providing information on our inclusive program and a tour of
our wonderful facilities. The tour will be held on Tuesday 20 May
commencing at 9.30am (for approximately 1 hour duration). Please
RSVP to Laura D’Alonzo-Barkley via email at Laura.DAlonzo-
Barkley@education.wa.edu.au by Wednesday 14 May 2025. Click
on the link for details.

Health News

Year 10 Immunisations

Year 10 School-Based Immunisation Program 2025 vaccine
(Meningococcal) is available to all Year 10 students on Wednesday
7 May and Thursday 8 May. No immunisation will be given unless
a consent form has been registered.

Please see below link to the new online consent form —
consentpublic (health.wa.gov.au).

P&C News

At the last P&C meeting held on Monday 7 April 2025, a new
committee was voted in. The new members of the P&C Committee
are:

President — Pauline Vukojevic

Vice President — Vicky Bovenkerk

Secretary — Shoshana Lam

Treasurer — Phillip Saraceni

Other Exec members — Christel Newport, Louise Forbes, Rachel
Thompson and Kari Gray

As we move further into 2025, the P&C is looking towards new
opportunities and growing our links with alumni and within the
school community.

The next P&C meeting will be held on Monday 12 May 2025 in the
Staff Common Room (Level 1) commencing at 7.00pm. You are
welcome to attend. The meetings are a forum which gives you the
opportunity to hear about and raise educational matters and
community issues important to your child as they make their way
through high school. We hope to see you there.

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact us either via
email on pandcbalcattashs@gmail.com or message us on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com.au/balcattashs.

Ideas and comments are always welcome.

Pauline Vukojevic
President

5-16 May Year 10 OLNA

12-30 May EST Testing

7-8 May Year 10 Immunisations

7 May Year 8 Lightning Carnival
16 May Year 10 Careers Expo

Career Conversations
Pathways and opportunities 2025

Preparing young people
for the many pathways and

opportunities available.

ollege Auditorium

:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Career Conversations
Pathways and opportunities 2025

Preparing young people
for the many pathways and
opportunities available.

Career Conversations
Pathways and opportunities 2025

Preparing young people
for the many pathways and
opportunities available.

Arts Centre
276 Great Eastern Highway, Midland
Monday 5 May 2025 - 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Career Conversations
Pathways and opportunities 2025

Preparing young people
for the many pathways and
opportunities available.

Information session for parents and students
Wembley

Telethon Speech and Hi

36 Dodd Street, Wembley

Tuesday 24 June 2025 + 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

www.balcattashs.wa.edu.au
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