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From the Principal 
We are already halfway through both the term and the Noongar 
season of Bunuru (hottest of the six seasons).  It has been great 
getting to know the school community and learning about Balcatta’s 
traditions and spirit.  Attending the School Ball and award 
ceremonies was a lovely introduction, and I want to take a moment 
to acknowledge the fantastic efforts of our staff and students.  Staff 
have been working hard to create engaging learning experiences 
and to support student growth.  From the sporting and social aspects 
through to artistic, academic students have been embracing 
opportunities and participating with a very positive attitude and 
genuine effort in all domains, which is very pleasing to see.  In just 
the first five weeks we have had career taster events, swimming 
carnivals, a leadership conference, Saturday Art classes and Young 
Masters’ Program along with OLNA and NAPLAN preparation. 

Our wider community has also been busy. The School Board has 
elected a new Chair who was a community member of the School 
Board – congratulations to Ms Carli Sanbrook.  A big thank you to 
the retiring Chair, Mr Chris Hatton for his years of service and 
contribution.  Congratulations also to our newly elected parent 
representatives, Victoria Bovenkerk and Tabetha McCallum.  Thank 
you to all nominees for their nomination as parent representative and 
the parents who voted in the election.  We really value the parent 
and community support and encourage you to continue.  The P&C 
is hosting a “Meet and Greet” event to complement the Year 7 Parent 
Event and it would be great to see you taking advantage of this 
opportunity.  

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) survey 
This year, Balcatta SHS became an alumni school of the Fogarty 
EDvance school improvement program.  The program is evidence-
based and has been running for over 10 years, with over 100 
schools in Western Australia having successfully completed the 
program.  Fogarty EDvance provides specific tailored support to 
schools with a focus on improving student outcomes. 

Your feedback is extremely valuable, which you can provide 
through the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) survey tool.  Data from this 
survey will provide us with baseline data in moving our school 
improvement journey forward.  The survey is now open and we 
encourage you to complete it as we value your feedback. 
Please click on the link.  The survey will take approximately 
10 minutes and will close on Friday 4 April. 

Years 7 to 12 Interim Reporting Event 
The Years 7-12 Interim Reporting Event will be held on Thursday 
27 March from 1.00pm to 6.00pm.  All Interim Reports will be 
emailed to parents on Monday 24 March.  Bookings (10-minute 
timeslots) can be made by parents from 9.00am Monday 24 March.  
For more information, please go to the school’s website. 

Students will finish school at 11.00am on Thursday 27 March.  
Transperth have been informed of the school’s early closure. 

 
Kaye Stevens 
Principal (Acting) 

Student Services News 
Compass Logins 
All families will have received their Compass login details via email 
to access Compass.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
school via email on Balcatta.SHS@education.wa.edu.au.

 

Attendance Process 
All students are expected to attend every school day and to be on 
time.  Students who arrive late to school may miss information at the 
start of the lesson.  Arrivals after 8.50am are classified as a morning 
absence and require students to bring a note from their 
parent/guardian explaining their absence.  Students must sign in at 
Student Admin on the ground floor. 

School Absences 
Please use Compass (Absence tab) to notify the school of any student 
absences. 

Late Students 
Reminder:  Poincaire Street gates close at 8.45am.  Students 
who arrive after 8.45am must enter through Amelia Street 
electronic gates and make their way to the Student Admin office 
to sign in. 

Leaving School Early 
No student is permitted to leave the school grounds without 
permission from their parent/guardian.  Parents requiring 
permission for their child to leave the school grounds must 
provide the student with a note and/or send a message via 
Compass.  Students must sign out at Student Admin to allow 
them to leave the school grounds. 

News 

Amelia Street Parking Concerns 
Please be reminded about our parking availability. 
There are NO STANDING signs along Amelia Street as it is a 
designated cycle path on both sides.  There are designated parking 
bays on Amelia Street. 
Please note:  There is NO capacity to park and collect students 
from the staff carpark (via the electronic gates). 

There is a parking and drop off area on Amelia Street which is open 
from 8.15am to 9.00am and from 2.30pm (Wednesdays from 
2.00pm). 

The staff parking area off Poincaire Street is not accessible for 
parents at any time as this is a STAFF ONLY carpark.  It is not to 
be used for picking up and dropping off students.  Students should 
access the school through designated safe walkways from 
Poincaire Street which lead directly into the school. 

Please DO NOT stop in front of the school to pick up or drop off your 
child, especially in the designated bus bays.  Please DO NOT park 
on neighbours’ lawns/front verges. 

We are seeking your support to ensure our students respect 
our local community and are kept safe. 

Learning Area News 
The Arts 
We are two weeks into our Saturday morning workshops, and it has 
been a whirlwind of creativity.  The Gifted & Talented Visual Art 
students have hit the ground running, diving into their projects with 
enthusiasm. 

For those who may not be familiar with the program, here is a quick 
rundown.  Our students go through a rigorous selection process in 
Year 6 – testing, interviews, and, if successful being offered a 
place.    

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftellthemfromme.com%2Fbalcattashs2025&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cf2949e985ae24aa0bcc308dd5abee98c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638766498182359161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rdRDq6yTYzI9w6faoBD4I8gAnKikH%2FsjokExOs2YYrw%3D&reserved=0
https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/for-parents/parent-interview-bookings/
mailto:Balcatta.SHS@education.wa.edu.au
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Did you know School Sport WA boasts an incredible 38 Interstate teams?  

We’re looking for the best in the west to take down those other pesky states!  

From Basketball to Golf, Cross Country to Netball – we offer an incredible variety of opportunities for athletes to represent WA. 

Our teams travel far and wide across the country and compete at some of the top sporting destinations in the nation.  

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to challenge themselves, develop new skills, and form lasting memories with like-minded peers. 

Still unsure? What’s really in it for the kids!? 

• Nationwide Travel: Compete at the prestigious School Sport Australia Championships held in different states. 

• Team Spirit: Build friendships and skills while working alongside other talented athletes. 

• Unforgettable Experiences: Get a taste of elite-level competition while enjoying travel and adventure. 

Check out the PDF link for more information regarding specific sports and their trials! 

For all other enquiries, use the SSWA – School Sport WA website.  

With only four Gifted & Talented Visual Art schools in WA, the 
students commit to six-day school weeks, attending our Saturday 
morning workshops as part of their journey.  This year, we have 110 
students in the program. 

Alongside this, we also run the Young Masters Art Classes, open to 
keen Year 5 and Year 6 students from any primary school.  It is a 
great way for young artists to develop their skills and get a taste of 
what is to come, which has added another 30 students to our 
Saturday morning classes. 

Our Year 7 students are kicking the term off with a drawing and 
ceramics foundation unit, working with Jodie Davidson.  The older 
students have selected their options via survey, with subjects 
including: 

🎨 Digital Art 

🎥 Animation 

🔥 Woodburning 

🎭 Mixed Media Textiles 

🖌️ Portrait Painting 

🍎 Still Life Painting 

To showcase all this amazing work, we hosted an Open Studio on 
Saturday 8 March 2025, where parents could view the artworks 
which the students created.  If you are curious about what we get up 
to, we are in the art rooms (A Block via Poincaire Street) every 
Saturday from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm during the school terms. 

We are looking forward to another fantastic year of creativity! 

Swimming Carnivals 
The Year 9 to Year 12 Swimming Carnivals were held this week.  
The results are as follows: 

Year 10 to Year 12 Swimming Carnival – Tuesday 4 March 

House Points: 
Aurora = 355, Poseidon = 296, Zeus = 214, Artemis = 131 

Year 10 
 Champion Girl Champion Boy 
1st  Lorien Forbes Charlie Parker 
2nd  Tayla Fellows Dante Gyorgy 
3rd  Charlize Kwan Jett Boylan 
 
Year 11 
 Champion Girl Champion Boy 
1st  Chiara D’Alessandro N/A 
2nd  Vivienne Antal N/A 
3rd  Eva Boylan N/A 
 

Year 12 
 Champion Girl Champion Boy 
1st  Faith Patrick Edoardo Russell 
2nd  Ray Ananda Putri Evan Papadopoulos 
3rd  Jessica Thompson Jacob Read 

Year 9 Swimming Carnival – Thursday 6 March 

House Points: 
Zeus – 312, Poseidon = 249, Aurora = 143, Artemis = 124 

 Champion Girl Champion Boy 
1st  Jaida Dragicevic Kristoff Dimitrovski 
2nd  Elizabeth Deada Nathanael D’Alessandro 
3rd  Jade Burnett Aston Caccetta 

Year 7 and Year 8 Swimming Carnivals will be held next week: 
Monday 10 March – Year 7 
Tuesday March 11 – Year 8. 
 

P&C News 
The P&C welcomes our returning families and extends an extra 
warm welcome to our new families for 2025. 

Year 7 parents are invited to the P&C “Meet and Greet” on Tuesday 
11 March, commencing at 4:30pm in the cafeteria area followed by 
a Parent Information event commencing at 5.00pm in the PAT.  This 
is an opportunity to meet your P&C representatives and enjoy a 
drink and some nibbles whilst you mingle with other parents and 
teachers. 

The first P&C meeting for this year will be held on Monday 17 March 
2025 in the Administration Office (Conference Room) commencing 
at 7.00pm.  Meetings last between half an hour to an hour maximum 
and we encourage everyone to join us and show your support for 
the school. 

The P&C Annual General Meeting will be held in April at the end of 
Term 1.  More details will follow soon. 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact us either via 
email on pandcbalcattashs@gmail.com or message us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com.au/balcattashs. 

Ideas and comments are always welcome. 
 
Stacey Litchfield 
President 
 
 
 

 

Important dates 
 

10-14 Mar Years 11-12 OLNA 

10 Mar Year 7 Swimming Carnival (P3-5) 

11 Mar Year 8 Swimming Carnival (P3-5) 

4.30pm Year 7 parents “Meet and Greet” hosted by P&C in Cafeteria area 

5.00pm Year 7 Parent Information Event in PAT 

12-14 Mar Year 12 Outdoor Education Camp to Rottnest 

12-20 Mar NAPLAN 

17-18 Mar Year 7 Excursion to Ern Halliday Camp (2 groups) 

17 Mar 7.00pm P&C meeting in Admin 

21 Mar Harmony Day 
 
 

https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/SSWA-Interstate-Flyers-2025-compressed.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolsportwa.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7C00d90c2925bf4565045a08dd57c0e3c1%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638763208822006809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PssF2tUn0bfoMrAYiKUbeTKWie%2F4knh%2Fq3OMV2jxVoI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pandcbalcattashs@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com.au%2Fbalcattashs&data=05%7C02%7CSharon.Penman%40education.wa.edu.au%7C74701bb06bc94226634308dd5c544318%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638768239170673752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WX6jt7Q5tl1r1QzDdpbAqJfIN3DFxO6Afz%2FUeSFV%2B9k%3D&reserved=0

