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From the Principal 
Welcome to the 2025 school year, which typically started with hot 
weather.  There is always a “buzz” of excitement, and I always look 
forward to welcoming the Year 7s and other new students.  We 
also acknowledge the Year 12s who are completing their final year 
of secondary education  

The first day started with a whole school assembly.  The key 
messages covered at the assembly focused on students resetting 
after the holiday break and getting their headspace back into 
student mode.  I outlined to the students how school prepares them 
for the next part of their learning journey and the development of 
those transferrable life skills employers are looking for, such as 
using initiative, following instructions, working as part of a team and 
working independently with effective literacy and numeracy skills. 

Students were reminded about the Department of Education’s 
Student Mobile Electronic Device Policy.  Phones are to be OFF 
and AWAY once students are on school grounds (including break 
times).  All students MUST follow this policy – there are NO 
WARNINGS. 

Expectations and Key Messages 

1. All students are to be prepared every day for school, i.e. 
dressed in school uniform with the required equipment and 
arrive at class on time. 

2. Focus on core business – their role as a student is to focus on 
learning and be respectful at all times, as everyone has a right 
to learn. 

3. Always try your ‘best’.  Don’t give up, seek support from your 
teachers as they all want the best for you. 

 

I have been visiting classes and have been pleased to see students 
actively engaged in their learning.  The Year 7 students started with 
an orientation program for Week 1 which provided them with the 
following opportunities to settle into the start of high school: 

• Making Friends and Getting Along 

• Devices and Expectations 

• Instructional Strategies 

• Student Profile – write a letter to your future self 

• Mapping Activity 

• Physical Education team building activities 

• External presenters from Helping Minds – Social Media and 
Mental Health 

• House Competition 
 

All Year 7 and Year 8 students were provided with a Student Diary.  
Year 7 students will be participating in a one-day program at the 
Ern Halliday Camp on Monday 17 March (Group 1) and Tuesday 
18 March (Group 2).  More details to follow via Consent2Go email. 
 

Staffing Update 
I would like to acknowledge and thank Mrs Sharlene Sookraj who 
backed-filled for Ms Tessa Curtis in Term 4.  Welcome back to Ms 
Tessa Curtis and Mrs Louise Santarelli.  I will be taking leave from 
Monday 10 February to the end of Term 1 and Ms Kaye Stevens 
will be back-filling as Principal during this time. 

Welcome to the following new staff who bring a wealth of 
knowledge and enthusiasm: 
 

Teaching Staff: 

English Xavier Curran, Eva Morris 

HASS Joshua Wilson 

Science Connor Henderson, Harpreet Kaur, Rachael 
Raphael, Chloe Thomson 

Maths Dana Leddin, Poppi Shedden 

Design & Tech Susan Hall 

Education Support Katie Killoran, Rhonda Niven, Ingrid Steppe 

Generalist Catriona Hutchinson 

 
Special Needs Education Assistants:  
Tiana Anderson, Rita Arrahwy, Lucy Becvinovski, Natalie Latu, 
Emily Maslen, Tara McCarthy, Tammy Niven, Neeraj Sharma, 
Lucy Wrenn. 
 

Our current Administration Team and Student Services Team are 
as follows: 

Administration Team: 
Kaye Stevens – Principal (Term 1) (Helen Maitland returning in 
Term 2) 
Luisa Pizzolante – Associate Principal, Year 7 and Education 
Support 
Daniel Drummond – Associate Principal, Years 8 and 9 
Tessa Curtis – Associate Principal, Years 10, 11 and 12 
Kim White – Manager Corporate Services 

Student Services Team: 
Declan Kerrigan (Program Coordinator, S/S) 
Kate Nichols (Program Coordinator S/S) 
Alison Martin (Year 7 Coordinator) 
Joh Gatti (Year 8 Coordinator) 
Emma Burns (Years 9/10 Coordinator) 
Miles Attey (Years 11/12 Coordinator) 
Lauren Filippou (Psychologist) (Mon to Fri) 
Louise Taylor (Community Nurse) (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Alt Fri) 
Elisabeth Chapman-Mortimer (Chaplain) (Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri) 
Desley Metcalfe (Student Support Officer) 
Lesley Protheroe (Attendance Officer) 
Faye Smith (First Aid Officer) 

2024 WACE Results 
We were very pleased with some of our 2024 Year 12 data, which 
included the following: 

• ATAR 90+ Grace Palden 

• ATAR 80+ Lakeisha Arifianto, Kaiser Htat, Adam Merenda, 
Jaeger Peters, Thomas Robinson, Sonam Tshokey,  

• One student achieved Schools Curriculum and Standards 
Authority (SCSA) award, Certificate of Merit – Elliot 
Simons. 

 

Congratulations to all Year 12 students (Class of 2024), with a 
number of them having gained entry into university, TAFE or 
commencing employment. 
 
Helen Maitland 
Principal 

 

NEWS 
Compass Logins 

All families will have received their Compass login details via email 
to access Compass.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
school via email on  
Balcatta.SHS.Attendance@education.wa.edu.au.  

https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Mobile-Electronic-Devices-Policy.pdf
mailto:Balcatta.SHS.Attendance@education.wa.edu.au
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Incursions/Excursions 
Our platform for incursions/excursions in Term 1 and Term 2, will be 
on Consent2Go.  Profile Update Invitations will be sent to families via 
Consent2Go to verify details, e.g. email address, contact numbers, etc.  
Compass Events for incursions/excursions will commence in Term 3. 

Attendance Process 
All students are expected to attend every school day and to be on time.  
Students who arrive late to school may miss information at the start of 
the lesson.  Arrivals after 8.50am are classified as a morning absence 
and require students to bring a note from their parent/guardian 
explaining their absence.  Students must sign in at Student Admin on 
the Ground Floor. 

Late Students 
Reminder:  Poincaire Street gates close at 8.45am.  Students who 
arrive after 8.45am must enter through Amelia Street electronic 
gates and make their way to Student Admin office to sign in. 

Leaving School Early 
No student is permitted to leave the school grounds without 
permission from their parent/guardian.  Parents requiring 
permission for their child to leave the school grounds must provide 
the student with a note and/or send a message via Compass.  
Students must sign out at Student Admin allowing them to leave 
the school grounds. 

Student Photos 
Year 7 students will be having their photos taken on Friday 
7 February during Period 1 and Period 2.  Years 8 to 12 students 
will be having their photos taken on Friday 14 February.  Please 
ensure they arrive at school on time.  Photos of new students will 
be used for their Student SmartRider cards. 

Student photos can be ordered online via Photo Hendriks.  More 
details will be available later. 

Uniform 
Parents can order uniforms on-line or visit the Tudor Uniform 
showroom at Unit 1/75 Excellence Drive, Wangara.  Visit our 
website for more details. 

Amelia Street Parking Concerns 
Please be reminded about our parking availability. 
There are NO STANDING signs along Amelia Street as it is a 
designated cycle path on both sides.  There are designated parking 
bays on Amelia Street. 
Please note:  There is NO capacity to park and collect students 
from the staff carpark (via the electronic gates). 

There is a parking and drop off area on Amelia Street which is open 
from 8.15am to 9.00am and from 2.30pm (Wednesdays from 
2.00pm). 

Poincaire Street is available to pick up and drop off your child.  DO 
NOT ENTER parking area via Poincaire Street as this is a staff 

ONLY carpark.  It is not 
accessible to parents for 
picking up and dropping 
off students.  Students 
are able to access the 
school through 
designated safe 
walkways.  I strongly 
encourage you to 
instruct your child to use 
Poincaire Street.   
DO NOT stop in front of 
the school to pick up or 
drop off your child 
(unless in the designated 
parking bays).  Please 
do not park on 
neighours’ lawn/front 
verges. 
I am seeking your 
support to ensure our students respect our local community and 
are kept safe. 

Transperth SmartRiders 
Year 7 students and new students enrolled in 2025 will be provided 
with SmartRiders by the school.  Once the photos (refer Important 
Dates below), taken by Photo Hendriks have been received in the 
office, the SmartRiders will be ordered.  As soon as we have 
received them from Transperth, they will be distributed to the 
students in class. 

Please note that while you are waiting for a Student SmartRider you 
may need to purchase cash tickets. 

Replacement of lost or stolen card 

If your Student SmartRider has been lost, stolen or damaged, 
students are to submit a form (available from the Admin Office) 
together with $5 and the school will order a new card.  The balance 
on your card will automatically transfer to your new card. 

Transperth Information for Schools 2025 

Please click on the link for an important letter from Transperth 
Planning Department pertaining to the provision of Transperth bus 
services.  

The letter contains important information about the roles and 
responsibilities of schools in the coordination and effective delivery 
of bus services for students. The letter also outlines the limitations 
faced by Transperth in meeting increasing student demands for bus 
services. 

While this information has been communicated to schools in the 
past, the commencement of the 2025 school year is an opportune 
time to refresh everyone’s understanding to ensure the on-going 
transport needs of all students are met. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important dates 
 

7 Feb School Photos – Year 7 students 

Year 12 School Ball at Frasers 

14 Feb School Photos – Years 8-12 students 

20 Feb School Photos – Years 7-12 catchup 
 

Student Pick up/drop 

off area entry via 

Amelia St 

https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/for-parents/uniforms/
https://balcattashs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Transperth-Information-for-Schools-2025.pdf

